Implantable cardioverter defibrillators.
Implantable cardioverter defibrillators have proven to be an effective therapy for life-threatening ventricular arrhythmias. Given the ever-increasing number of patients who have these devices, increasing numbers of patients are likely to present to emergency departments with defibrillator-related problems. This article discusses normal device function, indications for implantation, and technique of implantation. It also focuses on the evaluation and management of patients with these devices presenting to the emergency department.